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June 2008 Rockatomics Gem & Mineral Society 

Show Chairmen's Report 

Louise and I have been meeting with Denis Washburn at Pierce College to finalize the details of our
 
show. Louise has contacted the dealers and all our available dealer spaces are filled. We, with
 
Billy's help, will be handling the sale of drinks and food.
 
Mr. Washburn will be getting our new large signs and seeing to their being put up.
 

We hope to see you all there next weekend.
 

The Webpage 

Gary Levitt has contacted the California Federation and arranged for the insurance coverage for the 
show. He has also submitted the following article: 

Cerro Gordo Field Trip 
by Ray Ramirez 
Lone Pine Gem and Mineral Society 

Our annual trip is scheduled for Sunday, June 22nd, and is open to all CFMS clubs and their guests. 
This is a day trip only. 

We will be meeting at the Lone Pine Chevron station just south of town at 8:00 AM. Four-wheel-drive 
and high ground clearance vehicles are highly recommended. This is about a 45 minute drive up a 
steep dirt road but is generally graded well. This will be an all day outing so plan to bring lunch. 

Cerro Gordo was primarily a silver mine in the 1870's and a zinc mine around 1911. The mine is at 
an elevation of about 8,000 feet and has a small museum. The old hotel is being restored and 
several of the old buildings and mill still remain. Collecting will be in old tailings piles and we will be 
looking primarily for smithsonite and other copper and lead minerals. 

Cerro Gordo is noted for over 49 different minerals. The primary tools that one should bring are a 
small rake to go through the tailings, a spray bottle, small shovel, rock pick and a bucket or bag to put 
what you collect into. The fee for the day is 5 dollars per person that will be given to the mine owner 
and goes toward a memorial fund and restoration of the old town site; this fee well be collected when 
everyone signs up in Lone Pine at our meeting point (Lee's Chevron, also known as Lee's Frontier) 
at 8:00 AM that Sunday morning. 

I will be the point of contact for our club. Anyone who is interested or has any additional questions 
can contact me via e-mail at raymonSO@gmail.com or by phone at (760) 872 - 0624. 

There are a few camp grounds in and around Lone Pine and many hotels and motels as well. 
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Minutes of Rockatomics Meeting Monday, May 12, 2008
 

Our secretary, Amira Rocker, is still on maternity leave and we have no replacement. 
AI Kilkka jotted down a few notes: 

Cathy Buendia led the flag salute.
 
AI Kilkka gave the treasury report noting our money given to Mr. Denis Washbum lor the Foundation at
 
Pierce College.
 
Tony Buendia gave his Pierce College report.
 
Louise reported that a large number of dealers have signed up for the show and the spaces are filled.
 
Discussion on the site for our Tail Gate Show: it will be in the Performing Arts parking area.
 
Signs for the show: how big and where to put them? Jim will be getting together with Mr. Washbum.
 
The emergency response and security people will be on hand the three days of the show.
 
Louise will k>ok into the food and drink situation.
 
Acheck was given to Gary Levitt for our new website - rockaloooics,org He has received no call back
 

from Billy about our old r_atomics .com. Gary gave a Federation report on the Castle Butte trip and on 
the Federation Show June 27 - 29 at Ventura. 

Amira Roker will help with nolilying Ch 5, 7 and 9 about our show. 
Gary Levitt gave information on field trips. 
Betty Bunch will bring refreshments next month. 
---------------------.------- ._------------------ ­

Kryptonite 

Kryptonite is a fictional substance from the Superman comic book series. The material, usually
 
shown as having been created fro the)emains of Superman's native planet of Krypton and
 
generally has detrimental effects on Superman. The name "krypton~e' covers a variety of forms
 
of the SUbstance, but usually refers to the most common "green" form.
 

A crystalline mineral, similar in compos~ion to the fictional material's chemical formUla, as given in
 
a Superman movie (sodium lithium boron silicate hydroxide), was recentty discovered in a mine
 
near Jadar, Serbia. The large green crystals of Krypton~e have effect on the superhero.
 
However, unlike ~ famous counterpart, the new mineral is wMe, powdery and not radioactive.
 
And, rather than coming from outer space, the real krypton~e is found in Serbia.
 

The new mineral, Jadar~e, does not contain ftuorine and is wMe rather than green, but in all 
other respects the chemistry matches that of the rock krypon~e. 

source of I~!um or as a source of borate.. 
The mineral could be used as a 

Submitted by Christian Kilkka 
--------_._--­ ------------ ­

"Gemsl Color of I.igJlt and Stone" 

We have the last 2 weeks to see of the wonderful exhi~ of gems and jewelry on display at the 
Bower Museum in Santa Ana. The exhib~ will close on June 16th. Those who have seen it 
say, • It is not to be missed: 

Hide your black cats.	 Triskaidekaphobia = fear of Friday the 13th. We have one in June. 
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